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success of his operations that die flax he produced was reckoned amongst
thebestin lie Dominion, andhe was later able to retire to New Plymouth,
all his children having married and settled in different parts of the
country.
There is a good photograph of the Rutherford house at Pungarchu,
with a long line of white flax in the background and the top of the
mill in the left rear with the houses for the mill-hands on the right,
Rutherford seems to have been in every way a normal boy and as
a youngster to have taken his share in the chores around a farm, chopping
wood, running errands, gardening and helping to milk the cow?;*
There was a tale which Rutherford used to tell with gusto, varying
it a trifle to suit his audience. He told it to a group of young children
who called him 'Grandpa' and later on promoted him to *LorU
Grandpa*.
"My mother sent me out to bring the cow homo to the paddock and
to collect some fire wood as well So I drove the cow and pulled a big
branch of a tree behind me. Then I thought, why shouldn't the cow
help me? So I tied the branch with a rope to the end of her tail am! she
went quietly home till she came to a narrow gate* Here the branch
jammed and the last bit of lief tail broke off!"
""Whatever did you do?"-.
"I put a plaster on her tail and when I heard her in the byre later on
mooing comfortably, I knew that she was all right/*
"What did you do with the bit of tail?"
"I heard that cows grew from cuttings so I buried the tail in the
ground."
Long after, the youngest child used to explain how cows caine from
cuttings.
There was another story of how Rutherford as a boy learnt to throw
the kolas. He would hold one ball in his hand, whirl the other ball on
the end of a string round his head and then let them go, He gradually
learnt to throw them higher and farther, until-one day they went right
over the top of the house. From the other side came loud screams and
he rushed round to find his young brother had been hit and was going